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Failure to raise the federal minimum
wage has taken thousands of dollars

out of the pockets of minimum wage
workers

The real value of the minimum wage (adjusted for
inflation) is 17% less than 10 years ago and 31% less
than in 1968
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Minimum wage
established

1968  $10.54 I———

Peak value of $21,923/yr
minimum wage

2009 $8.70 I——

Last minimum $18,096/yr
wage increase

Today  $7.25 I

2019 $15,080/yr 17% less than in 2009 —$3,016 in annual earnings lost -
31% less than In 1968 — $6,343 in annual earnings lost -

Note: All values are in June 2019 dollars, adjusted using the CPI-U-RS.

Source: Adapted from Figure C in David Cooper, Elise Gould, and Ben Zipperer, Low-Wage
Workers Are Suffering from a Decline in the Real Value of the Federal Minimum Wage, Economic
Policy Institute, August 2019).
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As union membership declines, income
inequality increases

Union membership and share of income going to
the top 10%, 1917-2017
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Source: Reproduced from Figure A in Heidi Shierholz, Working People Have Been Thwarted in
Their Efforts to Bargain for Better Wages by Attacks on Unions, Economic Policy Institute, August
2019.
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Top Marginal Income Tax Rates for the Top 1%
and the Median Family, 1947-2018
Big tax breaks for the wealthy - No tax relief for working families
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Percent of Federal Tax Collections
Ind als & Corporations

Taxes have shifted from corporations to individuals.
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Source: Congressional Budger Offce, Revenues by Major Source, 1962 to 2018, (Note: 2018 projected April 2018)
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Racial income inequality persists
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#Data on Asian Americanscan be mis-eading. Many data ses roup together populations of Asan immigrants thathave very diferent civic,economic and culural characeriscics

Source:  Pew Research Center's Tabulations of 1968-2016 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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. Incarceration Rates by Race, 2016
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1,608 People of Color are 26% of the
U.S. population yet are roughly
60% of those in prison!
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